Ethical conflict in providing informed consent for clinical trials: a problematic example from the gynecologic cancer research community.
The principle of respect for patient autonomy and the importance of informed consent are well established in the conduct of clinical research. However, in actual clinical practice, how one applies this concept is not always clear. The provocative results of a randomized trial examining "consolidation/maintenance" therapy in women with advanced ovarian cancer who achieved a clinically defined complete response to primary chemotherapy have raised difficult issues for clinicians and clinical investigators regarding their obligations to provide patients with information that may interfere with the conduct of ongoing or future research studies.